
ACTIVITIES

‘Not just your average safari’



At Saruni Samburu you can participate in a wide range of diverse activities appealing to all tastes

and all ages. The activities have been developed in celebration of the great wilderness right on our

doorstep and the unique people who call it their home. For more information about each activity, visit our

website or contact our Reservations team on reservationsteam@saruni.com or call +254 (0)735 950 903.

Prices are correct at 

the time of writing 

(April 2021). 

mailto:reservationsteam@saruni.com


GUIDED DAY & NIGHT GAME DRIVES
INCLUDED: Guests can enjoy morning, afternoon and all-day game drives through renowned and teeming

conservation areas; Kalama Conservancy and Samburu National Reserve; two fantastic habitats for African

wildlife. We also highly recommend night game drives in Kalama Conservancy, when nocturnal species can be

encountered. This is a unique activity not permitted in the National Reserve. Game drives are included in the

nightly rate and are on a shared basis unless exclusive use of vehicle has been arranged (payable extra).

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival



SWIMMING POOLS
INCLUDED: At Saruni Samburu, we have two pools; the upper swimming pool is located high on an

impressive panoramic view point near to Villas 5 & 6. The spectacular lower swimming pool is situated close to

Kudu House (main communal area) on a rocky formation. As both pool areas are unsupervised, anyone aged

under 12 years must be accompanied and supervised by adults at all times. Both pools are open sunrise to

sunset. Sunbeds and towels are provided.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival



INCLUDED: Enjoy breakfast along the Ewaso Nyiro River and starlit dinners in a dry river bed under the vast

African skies (weather permitting). We'd love to take you to our secret spots for a bush dinner or for a picnic

breakfast or lunch that allows us to be with elephants, waterbuck, lion, impala and the ‘Samburu Special Five’

that stop to take water. Note – bush dinners are usually part of a group, unless we can accommodate otherwise.

The sundowner is a well-deserved drink at the end of a long day on safari to ‘salute’ the African sun as it is

setting. We drive you to an unforgettable panoramic viewpoint and serve you your favourite drink along with a

selection of scrumptious ‘bitings’; snacks to whet your appetite ahead of the delicious dinner which awaits.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

PICNICS, BUSH MEALS & SUNDOWNERS



INCLUDED: At Saruni Samburu we offer our guests a unique experience: access to an elephant-proof, open

hide based at a waterhole, where from photographers can capture wildlife and birdlife from ground level.

Designed with the needs of photographers in mind, buried underground, and covered with earth on three sides

as well as on the roof, located a few steps from our waterhole: the perfect spot for 'stealing' amazing images of

what occurs at our well-frequented waterhole. It can have up to 8 guests inside, it has maps and books

available, and bean bags for photographers. The waterhole offers a unique opportunity to spot from very close

up the elephants that come and drink its water, the fantastic birds’ species and the 'Samburu Special Five’.

Being in the middle of an arid area, the hide also provides excellent opportunities to photograph the predators

of Samburu, especially lion and leopard.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

PHOTOGRAPHIC HIDE & WATERHOLE



INCLUDED: If you have an interest in birds or just enjoy seeing the colourful ones, our passionate and

knowledgeable guides would love to show you what Samburuland has to offer. With over 400 species of

resident and migrant birds from the dry hills of Kalama to the Ewaso Nyiro river in the Samburu National

Reserve, you will not be disappointed. We carry field guides in the vehicles and would recommend a pair of

good binoculars.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

BIRDWATCHING



INCLUDED: The night skies above Saruni Samburu are among some of the brightest and most beautiful in

the world. Unpolluted and unobscured, every evening the night skies provide you with an alternative

‘playground’. Benson, our Assistant Manager, is an amateur but passionate ‘astro-guide’ and is on hand to host

our guests for an entertaining evening of stargazing and astronomy under the canopy of Saruni Samburu’s

brilliant starry sky. We use a laser pointer to guide you around the night sky to take full advantage of viewing

the brilliant heavenly objects among the beautiful rocks of the Kalama Conservancy. You will view planets,

galaxies, star clusters, constellations, double stars and other celestial occurrences every clear night as Kalama

Conservancy has some of the best observing conditions in Kenya due to virtually no light pollution, no

obscurants, high altitude and over 300 dry clear nights each year.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

STARGAZING



INCLUDED: The Warriors Academy is a special interactive safari experience with a strong educational

flavour, designed especially for families with children or small groups. It is a fun learning experience, that

allows you to explore not only the wildlife, but also the authentic lifestyle of one of the most well-known and

culturally fascinating tribes left in Africa; the Samburu. Under the tutelage of their ‘Moran’, or warriors, you get

to know, enjoy and understand these unique people and see the Kenyan wilderness from a different

perspective. Combined with regular safari activities, and tailored to your interests and timeframe, the Warriors

Academy can last between a morning, an afternoon or a whole day, and needs to be booked in advance. Contact

our Reservations team on reservationsteam@saruni.com for information and to book this amazing adventure.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

WARRIORS ACADEMY



INCLUDED: Walking safaris are individually tailored to your interests and are set in a breath-taking

landscape. Walking with the Samburu warriors out in the African bush is a fantastic experience and you will

learn from their authentic local knowledge of the plants, animals and landscape, about their traditions and

about their lives. Having discovered Samburu rock art in several caves nearby the lodge, we include a visit to

these extraordinary archaeological sites during our bush walks. Afternoon walks once the heat of the day has

subsided are most popular, leaving the lodge around 4:30pm, however you can also opt for a walk pre-breakfast

leaving around 7:00am, returning in time for a hearty, well-earned breakfast!

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

GUIDED BUSH WALKS & HIKING



INCLUDED: As part of the guided bush walks, you can also visit nearby mountain caves where, decades ago,

the Samburu have drawn hunting scenes and animals in what the experts call ‘white rock art’. The caves evoke

a past when the Samburu were mostly pastoralist warriors.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

WALK TO CAVES & SAMBURU ROCK ART



INCLUDED: Interested in scorpions? Take a short half hour walk around the lodge with our experienced

guides once the sun sets, either before or after dinner. We use a special ultra-violet flashlight which illuminates

the scorpions due to the absorbent molecules in its exoskeleton as they walk across the rock surface looking for

prey. Try to find the tiny ‘Neobuthus kloppersi’ which was newly discovered by one of our managers Johan and

the very large Emperor scorpion among others. Walking shoes or boots advised!

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

SCORPION SAFARI



INCLUDED: If you fancy saluting the African sun in a different way, and are inspired by the surrounding

natural beauty experienced from your verandah, or using the natural platform up on the upper pool terrace,

please find a yoga/exercise mat in your wardrobe for use in-room. Extra mats available upon request.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

YOGA & EXERCISE MAT



INCLUDED: Sit back, relax and enjoy a mesmerising cultural performance of traditional song and dance.

Usually performed during sundowners (as arranged by lodge management at their discretion) and as

celebrations during Festive periods such as Christmas, & New Year, guests can lose themselves in an authentic

display of the Samburu culture through stories, songs and movement. Tales of bravery, the stages of man,

courtship and marriage are re-told by genuine members of the local communities. With a Saruni host acting as

an interpreter, this provides an unforgettable cultural insight into an ancient tribe. Guests can participate in

the dancing or they can simply enjoy the colourful spectacle. Photographs and filming are permitted.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

CULTURAL PERFORMANCES (on occasion)



SAMBURU WELLBEING SPACE
PAYABLE EXTRA: In the most serene and relaxing environment, our guests can treat themselves at the

Samburu Wellbeing Space. Our specially-trained team combine expertise and ancient Samburu knowledge to

provide soothing treatments as you listen to the sounds of the outdoors. Manicures, pedicures, body and foot

massages and facials are just a few of the many treatments we offer. For a complete listing, contact our

Reservations team in advance or lodge manager upon arrival. The Samburu Wellbeing Space is open 07:00-

19:00 daily or unless by prior arrangement with the therapists. Bookings can be made through the therapists,

your guide or any of our staff.

COMPLIMENTARY MASSAGE: We are delighted to offer a 1 x complimentary massage per room per stay;

a 30 mins. classic Back and Neck massage.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival



PAYABLE EXTRA: Saruni Samburu has a shop where interesting local Samburu and Kenyan artifacts, arts

and crafts can be found. We support Samburu women from different localities of our community by selling

their creations in our shop. The shop is located near Kudu House and sells a variety of books, field guides,

Saruni-branded clothing (including polo shirts), eco-cards made with recycled papers from a Nairobi

community project based in the Kibera slums, an assortment of jewellery, bags crafted with local materials and

recycled rice sacks, unique ceremonial necklaces, traditional boxes, bows, spears and typical Samburu wood

and leather handworks. The shop is open from 07:00-20:00 daily or differently by prior arrangement.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

GIFT SHOP



PAYABLE EXTRA: For just US $3, buy a box of seedballs from the lodge shop or through our lodge

managers and join the re-greening movement happening in Kenya! The seedballs consist of an indigenous tree

seedling protected by a thick charcoal crust. On your game drives or on your guided walks, your guides will let

you know the most suitable places to throw the seeds so they stand the best chance of germinating. We will

then monitor their progress for you! Let's help re-green Kenya together!

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

SEEDBALLS THROWING



PAYABLE EXTRA: Standing proud on Saruni Samburu’s doorstep, Mount Ololokwe is the Samburu tribe’s

sacred mountain. It is a pillar of cultural significance to the Samburu and an exciting trekking venture to many

others. Setting off at dawn, you will be driven to the foot of Ololokwe (30 minutes from the lodge). Whatever

your pace, our guides will be at your side throughout during this day’s excursion to the summit (with

picturesque pit stops for breakfast and lunch) teaching you along the way about the mountain, its cultural

significance and all of its wonders. Note, this trek is bookable in advance and payable extra. Climb and descent

takes approx. 6 hours in total. Excursion cost (for non-Residents) is $150 per person, plus a daily conservation

fees of US$50 – a total of US$200 per person. Please enquire about pricing for Residents.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

THE SACRED MOUNTAIN TREK

Mount Ololokwe Excursion 



PAYABLE EXTRA: Our safaris are not only focused on wildlife but also on culture and people. Some call it

‘cultural tourism’. We call it ‘Meet the Neighbours’. We visit genuine Samburu villages - our neighbours and

friends, we are privileged to share moments of their life. They are the ancient custodians of this land and we

feel it is an integral part of the Saruni Samburu experience for you to see how they live, how they protect the

environment and in what way they differ from other African tribes. Be prepared for the Samburu to ask you

questions too as they will be curious about you! Consider it an exchange of ideas and information. This visit

costs US$20 per person that goes to the community directly.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

CULTURAL VISIT TO LOCAL VILLAGE & 

COMMUNITY



PAYABLE EXTRA: Reteti Elephant Sanctuary, in neighbouring Namunyak Conservancy, is one of the first community-
run organisations in Kenya. The team of ‘keepers’ at the Sanctuary are committed to rescuing, rehabilitating and rewilding

orphaned and abandoned elephant calves, along with other wildlife. Reteti Elephant Sanctuary is open to visitors daily. A

typical excursion includes a two-hour, scenic drive in the comfortable ‘Northern Express’ to the Sanctuary in time for a

briefing by one of the keepers, a tour of the kitchen where they prepare the milk formulas and a chance to talk to the vet if on

duty. Guests then get a unique opportunity to witness the infants’ feeding and playtime. Feeding times are at 9am, 12pm,

and 3pm. On the way back to the lodge, you will stop for a delicious picnic breakfast or lunch at a scenic spot near to the

Sanctuary – underneath the majestic Bull Elephant Rock Painting.

Excursion costs: Available upon request. The entrance fee goes directly back to the community project, helping to buy milk

formula, bottles for feeding, and various medicines for the animals. Bookings must be made in advance with the

Reservations team or through the camp manager on arrival. Group size max 10 persons. Private viewings are also available at

an additional cost – please check with our Reservations team ahead of arrival.

Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

RETETI ELEPHANT SANCTUARY EXCURSION



Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

HELICOPTER EXCURSIONS & SCENIC 

FLIGHTS
PAYABLE EXTRA: Change your perspective and discover the undiscovered - embark on an aerial adventure across
Kenya’s remote north by booking a scenic air excursion with Saruni – in a plane or a helicopter. Kick back on a flight of

marvel to multiple landmarks and areas of natural beauty – all on your doorstep! What better way to explore Kenya’s

unexplored northern region than to view this dramatic landscape from the air – soaring above.

A scenic transfer or excursion over rugged and remote Samburuland allows our guests access to breathtaking views

overlooking vast arid plains, winding rivers, craggy escarpments and spectacular mountains. Choose from a wide range of

exhilarating excursion destinations. Pick-ups & drop-offs have never been so adventurous – let us transfer you in style with a

ride to remember! Heli and plane transfers are available upon request and payable extra, with excursions to Mount Kenya,

Turkana and everything in between. Ask our Reservations team or lodge management for pricing and further information.



Our lodge managers will assist you in planning your stay with us, day by day, upon your arrival

WEDDINGS, TRADITIONAL CEREMONIES 

& BLESSINGS
PAYABLE EXTRA: Saruni’s intimate luxury lodges offer unmatched romance and complete seclusion in pristine

wilderness – the perfect setting for an unforgettable wedding. Celebrate this once-in-a-lifetime occasion in total exclusivity,
surrounded by untouched wilderness in all directions. Delight in the perfect combination of serenity and adventure, luxury
and authenticity – an extraordinary beginning to your happily-ever-after journey. Encounter dramatic views of unending,
rugged vistas at Saruni Samburu – a unique and breathtaking backdrop to your wedding.

The Saruni Safari Wedding Package costs US$3,300 which
includes:
• Supervision and assistance for all necessary paperwork

in Kenya;
• Transport for the couple to complete all official

requirements in Nairobi;
• All fees for the marriage
• Transport and fees for the Marriage Registrar;

• The civil ceremony (once the license has been
obtained, the Marriage Registrar can marry the
couple in a civil ceremony and a marriage
certificate issued by the Republic of Kenya with full
validity is signed and given to the married couple);

• A private candle-lit dinner;
• A bottle of French champagne;
• Homemade Saruni wedding cake.
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ACTIVITIES SUMMARY: SARUNI SAMBURU

INCLUDED PAYABLE EXTRA

Guided day & night 

game drives

On a shared basis. Departing early AM, late 

afternoon & evening. Duration 2-5 hours.

Samburu Wellbeing Space Complimentary 1 x 30 mins’ Back & Neck Massage –

per room, per stay. Additional are treatments payable 

extra and can be charged to your room bill. Treatments 

listing available upon request.

Swimming pools Sunbeds & towels provided. Gift shop Purchases can be charged to your room bill. 

Picnics, bush meals & 

sundowners

Breakfasts & lunches. Bush dinners subject to 

availability and weather permitting. 

Seedballs throwing US$3 per box and can be bought in the Saruni gift shop. 

Purchases can be charged to your room bill. 

Photographic Hide & 

Waterhole

Early mornings and late afternoons advisable. 

Duration: as long as desired.

Sacred Mountain trek –

Mount Ololokwe 

Excursion

US$200 per person: US$150 excursion + US$50 

conservation fee. Resident prices available. 

Approx. 6 hrs’ duration. 

Birdwatching Field manuals provided. Bring your own 

binoculars.

Cultural visit to local 

village & community

US$20 per person – in cash, payable to the village 

directly. Approx. 2-3 hrs. duration.

Stargazing Laser pointer provided.

Evenings after dinner subject to host availability 

and weather permitting. 

Duration: 30-45 mins.

Reteti Elephant Sanctuary 

Excursion

US$160 per person. Minimum 2 persons. Maximum 7 

persons in vehicle. Exclusive use of the vehicle is 

available at US$480. Maximum group size 10 persons. 

Bookable in advance. Private viewings available at an 

extra cost. Approx. 6 hrs’ duration.

Warriors Academy Bookable at least 48 hours in advance. No 

minimum age limit. Duration: half a day or a full 

day activity available.

Helicopter excursions & 

scenic flights

Various destinations, excursion routes and durations. 

Request costings and more information from 

Reservations team and lodge management. 

Guided bush walks & 

hiking

Hat, trousers, sunscreen and sturdy walking shoes 

recommended.

Duration: 1-2 hours.

Weddings, traditional 

ceremonies & blessings

Saruni wedding package available at US$3,300 – ask 

Reservations team for package inclusions & exclusions. 

Bespoke pricing for ceremonies & blessings. 

Walk to caves & 

Samburu rock art

Hat, trousers, sunscreen and sturdy walking shoes 

recommended. Duration: 1-2 hours.

Scorpion safari Sturdy walking shoes recommended. 

Duration: 30 mins.

Yoga & exercise mat One per room provided. Extras available upon 

request.

Cultural performances 

(on occasion)

As arranged by lodge management, from time to 

time, usually during sundowners.

We accept the following forms of payment: cash (currencies: US$ newer

than 2006, Euro, Sterling, KSH), Visa, and MasterCard credit cards and

debit cards. Please note: there is no applicable surcharge when paying

for stay incidentals. However, a surcharge applies if using a credit card

to settle any outstanding accommodation/travel costs that are due to us

prior to your arrival.
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