
1 

 

 
KENYA TRAVEL UPDATE 

 

 
 

                         Image: Stevie Mann Photography 

 
Release date: 05/03/2021 
 
We hope you are keeping well and that you are excited at being able to travel safely again. We wanted to 
provide you an update of important developments and changes that affect any current travel planning 
to Kenya, now that we are thankfully seeing safari tourism returning. Read on below for significant news, 
in place at the time of writing. 
 
 
1. PRE-TRAVEL NEGATIVE COVID-19 PCR CERTIFICATE & DATE OF VALIDITY REQUIREMENT 

 
All arriving passengers on international flights must show a negative COVID-19 PCR test 
certificate on arrival. If on arrival, they are NOT exhibiting typical COVID-19 symptoms: temperature 
above 37.5°C (99.5°F), persistent cough, difficulty in breathing or flu-like symptoms, they will be 
exempt from quarantine. If there is a reported case of COVID-19 on the flight or the above symptoms 
are detected, passengers within 2 rows of the passenger with the symptoms shall be detained for testing. 
If the results are negative, they shall be allowed to leave the facility. 
  
Certificates must be dated no older than 96 hours before flight departure date. However, each 
airline has its own rules and regulations concerning ‘Fit-to-Fly’ COVID-19 Certificate issuing and 
travellers should consult their airline ahead of travel. 

 
 
2. ENTRY & EXIT INTO KENYA: ‘TRUSTED TRAVEL’ ONLINE VERIFICATION PROCESS 

 
Kenya has now implemented an online verification process of COVID-19 PCR test results – the 
Trusted Traveller (TT) initiative – and it is now a requirement for all inbound travellers into Kenya and 
for departing travellers whose destination of travel requires a negative Covid-19 test certificate. 
  
How does TT work? Upon receiving a negative COVID-19 PCR test result from an authorised 
laboratory, a traveller is then issued with a ‘Trusted Travel Code’, that can be verified by the airlines and 
Port Health Officials. The traveller will receive an SMS/text from PanaBIOS (www.panabios.org) and an 
email from the testing laboratory (and/or from admin@panabios.org) with a link to generate their travel  
 

http://www.panabios.org/
mailto:admin@panabios.org
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code at trustedtravel.panabios.org. Travellers from countries that haven’t implemented the Trusted 
Travel (TT) Initiative can use a tool provided by the UNDP-supported Global Haven Partnership  
(www.globalhaven.org) to authenticate their PCR test results. 

  
Travellers departing Kenya: should enter the TT code on their certificates online at 
www.africacdc.org/trusted-travel. Upon successful validation against destination country requirements, 
travellers are issued with a secondary travel stamp (TC code) by the system for exit approval for Kenya. 
  
Saruni guests are now able to undergo testing in camp in both Samburu and in the Masai Mara. This 
avoids them having to cut their safari short by a night in order to conduct the tests in Nairobi. 
  

For departing travellers, please be aware that this process only applies  
for countries that require a negative Covid-19 PCR Test Certificate. 

  
No travellers will be able to depart from Kenya without verification of their 

PCR test certificate using the TT process, as applicable. 
 

Click HERE for more information on the digital verification of Covid-19 PCR test results. See a step-
by-step guide on the process to get the TT code HERE. 
 
 

3. COVID-19 PCR TESTING AVAILABLE IN CAMP 
 
An in-camp testing service is available at Saruni Samburu, Saruni Mara & Saruni Wild and costs $140 
per person. Guests staying at Saruni Rhino only and requiring a test can arrange to have it done at 
nearby Saruni Samburu. Testing is done by authorised TTI laboratories and is usually done between 
24-48 hours before departure from Kenya to ensure results are returned in time. 
 

 
4. TRAVELLERS HEALTH SURVEILLANCE FORM 

 
All travellers entering Kenya are required to complete a ‘Travelers Health Surveillance’ form on 
arrival. The form requests a flight seat number so this can be completed, after online check-in when 
a seat number has been issued (as long as they don’t change seats). On arrival, passengers can also 
complete the form online if they have access to the internet. If completed online, a QR code is then sent, 
which the passenger will be obliged to show to the Port Health Official in Arrivals (a print-out or on a 
device). If passengers do not have access to the internet, a hard copy of the form can be completed 
and handed to the Official. The mandatory Travellers Health Surveillance form can be accessed HERE. 

 
 
5. PRE-ARRIVAL ONLINE VISA - NOW MANDATORY 

 
Online visa applications ahead of travel become mandatory last month for travellers from 
applicable countries. Visas on arrival are no longer available in an attempt to reduce the handling of 
paperwork, cash and to improve security. Travellers should visit the www.evisa.go.ke portal to apply 
for an eVisa when planning their travel. 

 
 
6. QUARANTINE EXEMPTION 
 

Passengers/Nationals travelling from the countries appearing in this Kenya Civil Aviation Authorities-
issued listing HERE, who do NOT have a temperature above 37.5°C (99.5°F), who are NOT exhibiting 
typical COVID-19 symptoms and are in possession of a COVID-19 negative certificate (dated no 
later than 96 hours earlier), will NOT face mandatory quarantine. 

https://saruni.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e234a8c7c0ca8a92c2e3f43e9&id=7306630f6b&e=f0a74e6d7f
https://saruni.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e234a8c7c0ca8a92c2e3f43e9&id=811f3aa0aa&e=f0a74e6d7f
https://mcusercontent.com/f71827f9a529fb50b119ef60d/files/da6ff788-8251-47b1-9099-289fbd524b49/aic.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/ed4367661128409fb5686cb74/files/5d18a7a0-383a-44ca-bb20-70b4127835e5/Travel_Guide_Simplified_Kenya_MOH_combined_version.pdf?
https://ears.health.go.ke/airline_registration/
http://www.evisa.go.ke/
https://www.kcaa.or.ke/sites/default/files/docs/covid_19/exempted_states.pdf
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Travellers arriving from countries not appearing on the list will NOT be exempt and will be required to 
quarantine upon arrival either at Government of Kenya-designated facility or at a Kenyan residence 
for 14 days. Those taken into government quarantine will not be charged a fee for their stay at the 
facility. 
 
Note this information is changing on daily basis. Further updates affecting newly-exempted 
countries and other travel changes will be issued as and when they arise and these can be accessed 
on the KCAA website HERE. 

 
 

 
 
We hope you have found all these updates and developments useful.  
 
Should you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact our Reservations Team on 
reservationsteam@saruni.com or by calling: +254 (0)202 180 497. 
  
Thank you, as always, for your support. 
  
Riccardo and the Saruni team. 

https://www.kcaa.or.ke/quarantine-exempted-states
mailto:reservationsteam@saruni.com

