
 

 
 

The 'How & Why' Guide to Selling Saruni Mara 

 

Dear Valued Agent & Industry Colleague, 

 
Today’s ‘How & Why’ Guide is about a special place: the hill in the Masai Mara  

where the Saruni story started…….. 

 

In 2003, out of an African dream, we built a lodge called Saruni Mara on the top of a valley 

overlooking the Mara plains and surrounded by an indigenous forest that was in danger of 

disappearing. Sixteen years later, not only the forest is one of the most beautiful of the ecosystem, 

nurturing abundant wildlife, but the lodge employs 40 people from the local community, hosts many 

happy guests and is a recognized pioneer in conservation and community welfare. 

How we got here? And exactly how does it work?  

Here is all you need to know about the ‘original’ Saruni. 

Happy reading!  

 

What is Saruni Mara? 

Saruni Mara is located inside Mara North Conservancy, on one of the so-called Lemek Hills.  As a 

member and a founder of Mara North, it offers exclusivity: no crowds, no minibuses, etiquette 

rules followed by everybody, a limited number of vehicles. It is a responsibly-managed and 

responsibly-operated private wilderness in partnership with the Maasai communities. Only the 

few lodges located in Mara North can game drive across its vast plains, hills and forests. We also have 

access to nearby Lemek Conservancy, the ‘well-kept secret’ of the Mara. 

 

https://saruni.com/saruni-mara/
https://saruni.com/community-and-conservation/


 

Where is Saruni Mara? 

 

The Lodge 

 

• Situated in Mara North Conservancy – a private conservancy bordering the 

Masai Mara National Reserve; 

• Smallest permanent lodge in the Mara - intimate & exclusive;  

• 5 x classic double cottages, 1 x Family villa & 1 x Private Villa – the entire lodge 

can accommodate 18 guests; 

• Themed rooms – luxurious and spacious, furnished with selected antiques, Persian 

carpets and African art; 

• Maasai Wellbeing Space – offering massages & treatments, using traditional 

ingredients; 

• Saruni Cuisine – fresh ingredients, Italian-inspired; 

• Local Maasai guides & Maasai Management; 

• Six Reasons to visit Saruni Mara. 

• Saruni Mara Fact Sheet 

https://saruni.com/6reasonsmara/
https://saruni.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Saruni-Rhino-Fact-Sheet.pdf


 

A Bird’s Eye View of Saruni Mara 

CLICK ON IMAGE TO VIEW MINI-VIDEO (viewing time: 0:1:06’) 
 

 

Float over & above Saruni Mara in this footage taken by past guest Claudio Tesauro.  

 

 

 

What makes Saruni Mara different from other Mara properties? 

 

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK… 

Saruni Mara is unlike many other Mara properties, has amazing views. Saruni Mara is the smallest 

permanent lodge in the Masai Mara: only five cottages, a family villa and a private villa, sleeping a 

maximum of 18 guests. The elegant interiors, the large bathrooms and terraces overlooking the 

plains below, attention to detail, easy telecommunications and gourmet Italian cuisine make it 

different! It is also the first lodge managed by a Maasai lady, the formidable Cecilia. 

The Experience: 
 

• Perfect Oasis: 74,000 acres of private, 

protected wilderness and only 10 lodges. 

• Exclusivity: Only lodges in Mara North can 

game drive in the area. 

• All conservation fees go back to local 

communities. 

• Unique Location: Set in a remote acacia 

valley with wonderful views over Mara plains 

• Within the prime game viewing area of the 

Masai Mara ecosystem.  

• Abundant wildlife and birdlife. 

• Maasai Lodge Management; hosted by a 

local (and female!) Maasai manager - 

fascinating and charming with stories to tell! 

• Authentic cultural insights – Maasai 

guides. 

 

The History: 
 

• First Saruni property – now 4 properties. 

• Constructed from scratch in 2003  

by Riccardo and his investment partners.  

• Previously a tented camp inhabited the 

area. 

• First permanent lodge in the area. 

• Founding member of Mara North 

Conservancy. 

• Built by Kenya construction ‘legend’ Mark 

Glen who went on to build Saruni Samburu 

and other notable safari properties in 

Kenya.  

• Many of the original staff who helped build 

the lodge are still employees today – 

trained in other departments!  

• First lodge in the area to use local Maasai 

guides in traditional dress. 

https://youtu.be/6eg6O2GSpdc


 

 

ACCESS TO THREE CONSERVANCIES  

Guests staying at Saruni Mara have access to three different conservancies. 

Mara North (69,160 acres), Lemek (6,027 acres) and Olchorro (15,765 acres). A combined 90,952 

acres for guests to traverse across during their time at Saruni Mara offers sensational game viewing 

opportunities without having to go into the Masai Mara National Reserve.  

 

Accommodation 

 

• 5 x Classic Cottages each with their own themed interiors; 

• 1 x Family Villa that sleeps 4 in two separate bedrooms; 

• 1 x Private Villa – ‘Nyati House’ - that sleeps up to 6 people: perfect for families wanting that 

extra bit of privacy; 

• Kuro House - a central communal dining and relaxation area with spectacular views looking 

down over the Mara plains; 

• Simple yet elegant design – in true Saruni-style in harmony with surroundings; 

• Click the links for high resolution images of our accommodation and the lodge & 

surroundings.  

 

•  

 

https://saruni.com/portfolio/the-love-shack/
https://saruni.com/portfolio/family-villa-2/
https://saruni.com/portfolio/private-villa/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/hs8l9v02k0cp4g2/AAA2Q1bl5Fp3dp0JWoOkvDkia/Saruni%20Photographs%20(high%20resolution)/PROPERTY%20Saruni%20Mara/Accommodation?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/hs8l9v02k0cp4g2/AADAQoORKzupaP775cIOXKUKa/Saruni%20Photographs%20(high%20resolution)/PROPERTY%20Saruni%20Mara/Lodge%20%26%20Surroundings?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/hs8l9v02k0cp4g2/AADAQoORKzupaP775cIOXKUKa/Saruni%20Photographs%20(high%20resolution)/PROPERTY%20Saruni%20Mara/Lodge%20%26%20Surroundings?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1


 

 

 

How to get there: 
 

• Saruni Mara is in Mara North Conservancy. 

• Guests fly to Mara North airstrip on 

domestic flights – there are daily flights 

with Safari Link and Air Kenya. 

• Private air charters can be arranged – 

these also land at Mara North airstrip. 

• Saruni Mara is 40 minutes of an amazing 

game drive from Mara North Airstrip. 

• Road transfers to the lodge by car from the 

airstrip are included in the daily rate. 

• Saruni Mara is just under a 4 hours’ drive 

from Nairobi. Road transfers can be 

arranged in our The Northern Express, 

when it is available. 

 

Our Top 3 Tips: 
 

1. Make the most of visiting Mount Kilileoni, 

the highest point in the Maasai Mara 

ecosystem for the most spectacular views all 

the way to the Serengeti! 
  

2. The Warriors Academy is an incredible 

interactive, immersive experience for 

kids of all ages and we highly recommend it. 

A true and honest activity which is hard to 

beat!  
 

3. Make the most of the Maasai Wellbeing 

Space – as far as bush spas go, impressive! 

The ladies are all highly trained by renowned 

Centro Benessere at Hotel des Iles 

Boromees, Stresa, Lake Maggiore, Italy.  

 

Rates: 
 

• 2019 & 2020 Saruni nightly rates - based on 

per person sharing, on an all-inclusive basis. 

2019 rack rates HERE & 2020 rack rates 

HERE; 

• Contact us for your 2019 & 2020 STO rates; 

• Mara North Conservancy fees per day - $116 

per person (incl. of VAT) payable extra; 

• Like all other Mara North properties, Saruni 

Mara does not include Mara National 

Reserve park fee – payable extra.  

• View our 2020 Special Offers: 6 nights 

for 5 & Honeymoon Bride Offer. 

• To check availability, Saruni Mara is on 

ResRequest, visit our enquiries page HERE. 

 

• To check availability, Saruni Rhino is 

on ResRequest, visit our website 

enquiries page HERE 

Some Useful Links 
 

2020 Saruni Rates 

2020 Saruni Special Offers 

2020 Saruni Itineraries 

Saruni iCatalogue - on Wetu  

Saruni Mara Fact Sheet  

Six Reasons to Visit Saruni Mara 

Saruni Mara TripAdvisor Reviews  

Saruni Mara Website Photo Gallery 

Wedding Package & Honeymoons 

Warriors Academy 

Saruni Collection Presentation   

Saruni Low Down – 1-page re-cap  

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

https://saruni.com/the-northern-express-kenya/
https://saruni.com/warriorsacademy/
https://saruni.com/wellbeing-spaces/
https://saruni.com/wellbeing-spaces/
https://saruni.com/saruni-2019-rates/
https://saruni.com/saruni-2020-rates/
mailto:reservationsteam@saruni.com
https://saruni.com/2020-special-offers-overview/
https://saruni.com/bookings/
https://saruni.com/bookings/
https://saruni.com/saruni-2020-rates/
https://saruni.com/2020-special-offers-overview/
https://saruni.com/2020-itineraries-overview/
https://wetu.com/iBrochure/en/Launch/1325-15316/saruni_mara/Landing
https://saruni.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/SaruniMaraFactSheet.pdf
https://saruni.com/6reasonsmara/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g294209-d600516-Reviews-Saruni_Mara-Maasai_Mara_National_Reserve_Rift_Valley_Province.html
https://saruni.com/photos-saruni-mara/
https://saruni.com/weddings/
https://saruni.com/honeymoons/
https://saruni.com/warriorsacademy/
https://saruni.com/saruni-collection-presentation/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/hs8l9v02k0cp4g2/AAD3M0cac6FsEZ3ynSbiAyWca/Saruni%20Collection%20Overview?dl=0&preview=Saruni+Collection+Low+Down+2019.pdf&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://saruni.com/faq/
https://saruni.com/faq/


 

Do you drive past traditional Maasai communities to get to Saruni Mara? 

 

 

 

 

What’s the difference between a Private Conservancy and the 
National Reserve? 

 

Does the Great Migration pass through Mara North Conservancy? 

 

Yes. The vital connection between communities and conservation is at the centre of modern 

conservationism. The Maasai have always co-existed with incredibly abundant wildlife, so, it’s 

something that shouldn’t be hidden – it’s the truth of how the Maasai Mara works! Of course, 

Mara North is totally human settlements-free, but some peripheral areas that we occasionally 

come close to do have human settlements. 

 

MNC is a not-for-profit company established in 2009 by ten member camps and over 800 Maasai 

landowners, marking it the first time that the Maasai landowners have received substantial and 

direct income from wildlife. Together, MNC and the Maasai community are implementing sound land 

management policies including controlled grazing, holistic management practices, low volume and 

low impact tourism. It is a very admired model that is benefitting the land, the people and the 

wildlife. 

Private conservancies are owned and managed by private Maasai landowners in partnership with 

investors in the tourist industry. The Masai Mara National Reserve, on the contrary, is owned and 

managed by a local government authority. In the case of private conservancies, the income coming 

from tourism goes directly to the landowners. The main difference, though, is that private 

conservancies allow only a limited number of properties/lodges and vehicles to use them, while this 

limitation does not exist in the National Reserve. Basically, the private conservancies are where 

mass tourism is not allowed. Private conservancies allow walking and night driving, even if strictly 

regulated, while the National Reserve does not. 

Yes, the Migration fills up both Mara North and Lemek conservancies! Between July to October-

November, the famous ‘Great Migration’ reaches the Masai Mara ecosystem from the Serengeti 

when over 2 million animals – zebra and gnu are the most prominent – head North and cross the 

Mara river in search for water and fresh grass. The biggest misconception, however, is that the 

Migration is about the river crossing. Driving through the plains during this period, you will bear 

witness to thousands upon thousands of wildebeest and zebra; a truly astonishing sight. It’s the 

greatest natural show on earth and Saruni Mara guests during this period always go back home 

with once-in-a-lifetime memories. 

 

How does Mara North Conservancy work? 

 



 

When is the best time to visit? 

 

Can a balloon flight be arranged? 

 

Saruni Mara is open all year round and a safari is recommended during any month of the year. The 

resident population of wild animals and birds is always spectacular from January to December, with 

one of the highest concentrations of wildlife in the African continent. Some national parks in East 

Africa are very seasonal, but the Masai Mara eco-system offers us a non-stop stunning experience. 

There are two rainy seasons: the ‘long rains’ of mid-April-May and the ‘short rains’ of November. 

A safari, during these wet weeks, is still an incredibly interesting experience: the Masai Mara is 

exceptionally green and beautiful, wildlife is abundant and the sky has unusual colours. Sometimes 

it rains for several hours in the late afternoon and on into the night and the weather is nice during 

the morning. Sometimes it can rain most of the day. You are rewarded with the feeling that you 

have the Masai Mara entirely for yourselves, like a private Garden of Eden. In addition, during the 

wet seasons, there is more ‘plains’ game, which attract more predators. 

 

YES, we offer balloon flights for all Saruni Mara guests. It’s an early start!! Guests will leave the 

lodge around 4am to get to the Mara National Reserve where the balloons take off from, therefore 

Mara National Reserve Park fees are mandatory. The balloons take off into the sunrise and will fly 

for around an hour. The guide will drive to meet the guests where the balloon lands and will be met 

with a surprise picnic breakfast. 



 

Activities 

 

 

Recommended Combinations & Itineraries 

 

I hope this has highlighted just some of the interesting facts of which you might not have 

been aware. Should you have any further questions, please just ask!  

Our Reservations team would be delighted to welcome new inquiries - email 

reservationsteam@saruni.com and +254 (0)735 950 903 | +254 (0)202 180 497. 

Happy selling! 

Riccardo & The Saruni team 

 

 

• The Supreme Saruni Safari: 3 nights Saruni Samburu and 3 nights in the Mara using a 

combination of Saruni Mara and Saruni Wild.  

• The Mara Express: 3 nights in the Mara with a combination of 2 nights at Saruni Mara and 1 

night Saruni Wild or vice versa.  

• 2 nights Saruni Samburu, 2 nights Saruni Rhino, 3 nights Saruni Mara. 

• 2 nights Saruni Samburu, 2 nights Saruni Rhino, 2 nights Saruni Mara, 2 nights Saruni Wild. 

• 2 nights Saruni Samburu, 2 nights Saruni Rhino, 2 nights Saruni Mara, Kenya Coast extension 

or direct flight for Uganda gorilla tracking extension. 

• See our range of Sample Itineraries for ideas and inspiration. 

 

• Day & night Game drives; 

• Guided bush walks; 

• Sundowners, bush dinners & picnics; 

• Bird Watching; 

• Warriors Academy (bookable in advance at no extra fee); 

• Olchorro rhino Sanctuary visit (payable extra); 

• Maasai Wellbeing Space (additional treatments extra); 

• Migration River Crossing (National Reserve fees apply); 

• Scenic Flights & Hot Air Balloons (payable extra & upon request). 

EMAIL US  
 

mailto:reservationsteam@saruni.com
https://saruni.com/supreme-saruni-safari-2020/
https://saruni.com/the-mara-express-safari-2020/
https://saruni.com/2020-itineraries-overview/
https://saruni.com/warriorsacademy/
mailto:reservationsteam@saruni.com

