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Above: a bedroom at 
New York’s The Whitby 
Hotel, the latest 
property from 
Firmdale Hotels. 
Below: Singapore’s The 
Warehouse is housed 
in a heritage-listed 
building near 
Robertson Quay

When Treehotel (www.
treehotel.se; from about 
£450) opened in northern 
SWEDEN in 2010, its six 
accommodations – ranging 
from a composite-material 
“UFO” hovering in the pine 
forest, to a Mirrorcube, more or less exactly what the name says – set new bars for originality. 
Opening in January is The 7th Room (from about £1,100), a new villa some 10m above the 
ground designed by Norwegian starchitects Snøhetta, and boasting two bedrooms, a lounge and 
an alfresco skygazing “net”. This, along with an elevated service push, promises to ratchet up the 
Treehotel experience to one that’s not just directional, but also cosseting and highly personalised.

A private charter in INDONESIA’s Komodo archipelago: 
been there, done that? Not quite like this, one new player 
entering the game is willing to wager. The Rascal (www.
rascal-charters.com; from £8,500 per night) promises the 
expected destination expertise, but dressed in a very different 
style. Gone are the tribal textiles and dark hardwoods of 
traditional luxury phinisi boats; in their place come a jaunty 
Hamptons-inspired palette of blue and white, five upper-deck 
cabins furnished with flatscreen TVs, Sonos interactive 
music systems throughout, and multiple outdoor lounging 
and sunning areas, including a nearly 120sq m top deck.

One of SINGAPORE’s finest restaurateurs, a collective 
known as The Lo & Behold Group, has decided to break into the hotel business: The Warehouse 
(www.thewarehousehotel.com; from about £130) is deftly retrofitted into a vast, heritage-listed 
godown, which in the 120-odd years since its construction has been conscripted for use as a 
secret distillery, a gangland trading hub and, in the 
1980s, the city’s most popular disco. The 37 rooms 
maximise every inch of space to airy effect: many have 
soaring ceilings and, in some cases, skylights; all have 
custom-built wardrobes and beautiful ikat textiles. The 
location – just across the river from Robertson Quay, 
which thrums with activity at night – is a USP in itself. 

Seven years ago, Firmdale Hotels co-owner 
Kit Kemp took her ebullient brand of hospitality to 
NEW YORK’s Lower East Side; Crosby Street Hotel 
(www.firmdalehotels.com; from $825) has been teeming 
with fans since. They’ll be pleased to hear that Kemp’s 
second New York outpost debuts just after the new 
year: The Whitby Hotel (from $795) boasts a mint 
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Above: the outdoor 
deck of The Rascal, 
which offers private 
charters in Indonesia’s 
Komodo archipelago
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location on West 56th 
Street, putting a good dozen 
of the city’s top restaurants, 
theatres and cultural venues 
within a 10-minute walk. 
The 86 rooms will 
showcase Kemp’s love of 
bold colour and even bolder 
contrast, along with the 
now requisite Firmdale 
cinema (this one with 130 
seats) and enfilade of 
private event rooms.

In 2015, thanks to the 
tireless efforts of KENYA’s 
Northern Rangelands Trust 

(www.nrt-kenya.org), the 54,000-hectare Sera Rhino Sanctuary was established on the Sera 
Conservancy – the first such community-owned sanctuary in the country, providing 24-hour 
security for 11 highly endangered black rhinos. From February, the Saruni portfolio of lodges 
is offering the only walking safari to track the rhino in east 
Africa, at new Saruni Rhino (www.sarunisamburu.com; from 
$630), a tiny two-banda camp two hours’ drive north of the 
main Saruni Samburu lodge. Guides and rangers with GPS 
transmitters walk guests to within metres of the animals – 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience made all the more singular, 
and poignant, by their extreme vulnerability. 

Dukes London is as ineffably British as James Bond, whose 
shaken-not-stirred libation of choice apocryphally originated 
here. A second Dukes outpost has just opened in, of all places, 
DUBAI – though the 506 accommodations at Dukes Dubai 
(www.dukesdubai.com; from £215), spread across 15 floors of a 
gleaming palace on the Palm Jumeirah, are a clear and significant departure from its forerunner 
(whose foundations date to 1532). But the amenities are alluring, from the wide private beach 
to the indoor pool and cocktail bar on the top floor, to the traditional afternoon tea and Bond’s 
famous martini – served, naturally, in Dukes Bar, a large-scale replica of the original. 

One of Mexico City’s finest boutique hotels has chosen NAPA VALLEY for its first US foray. 
Las Alcobas (www.lasalcobasnapavalley.com; from 
$695) has quite a bit going for it, starting with its 
location: to one side is the town of St Helena, with 
easy on-foot access to excellent restaurants and 
crafty-chic shops; to the other is Beringer Estate, 
Napa’s oldest still-operating winery, which 
furnishes the bucolic vineyard views for the 
resort’s 68 rooms and suites. Its main building is 
a newly renovated century-old homestead typical 
of the valley; the rooms hew more to the local 
contemporary stone-and-timber vernacular; 
and everywhere are creature comforts, from 
Rivolta Carmignani linens on the beds to a 
pool ringed with lounging cabanas. 
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Above: a bedroom 
terrace at Las 
Alcobas in Napa 
Valley. Below: 
Dukes Dubai on the 
Palm Jumeirah

Above: Kenya’s Saruni 
Rhino offers the only 
on-foot rhino safaris 
in east Africa
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