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A WALK ON THE 

WILD SIDE 
Pure romance is seeing the dawn of an exciting 

new day wake the wild Mara plains. In Kenya, 

every moment of your honeymoon can be exclusive, 

luxurious and full of wild adventure 

Words by Laura Bell & Amber Connolly
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A 
safari in Kenya is the ultimate enchanting 

experience into Africa’s mesmerising wilderness. 

In the south-west of the country lies the immense 

Masai Mara National Reserve. Imagine spectacular 

ecosystems, ‘big five’ game, and boundless stretches of 

blazing savannahs. Boasting the largest density of lions in 

the world, it is no wonder that this is the filming location 

for the BBC’s ‘Big Cat Diaries’. Ensure the trip of a lifetime 

and stay on site for an extended safari adventure. Choose 

from a tented camp, lodge or private house depending on 

just how immersed in the wilderness you want to be! 

Alternatively, at the Kenya-Tanzania border rests 

Amboseli National Park — another 

must-see attraction. Crowned by 

Mount Kilimanjaro, the park boasts 

five distinctive habitats to explore, 

including sulphur springs and 

flourishing woodlands. However, 

Amboseli is not only home to herds of 

elephants, lions and cheetahs. You can 

also experience the authentic culture 

of the Maasai community who live 

around the park (safari.co.uk).   

“ EXPECT TO
WITNESS 
SPECTACULAR 
ECOSYSTEMS, 
‘BIG FIVE’ GAME 
AND BLAZING 
SAVANNAHS ”

WONDOROUS WILDLIFE
Animal lovers will be captivated by the numerous native 

species that stroll the grassy plains and endless stretches of 

savannahs at Nairobi National Park. Located just outside 

the bustling city, the park merges this spectacular wildlife 

experience with the backdrop of distant skyscrapers. At 

the gates of the park lies a rescue and rehabilitation centre 

for orphaned elephants and rhinos. The aim of the centre 

is to work with these threatened creatures to prepare them 

for re-entering the wild. As visiting the orphanage during 

public hours can get quite busy, by fostering an elephant 

you may have the opportunity to arrange a private session. 

Not only do you get the special experience of being close to 

these majestic animals, but your support helps rehabilitate 

the orphans long after your honeymoon.

If you fancy some wildlife at your place of rest, then Giraffe 

Manor is the place for you. This exclusive boutique hotel 

is set amongst 12 acres of private land within 140 acres of 

indigenous forest. Although the stately façade, elegant 

interior and verdant green gardens make the hotel one of 

Nairobi’s  iconic buildings, the most fascinating thing about 

the manor is its herd of resident Rothschild giraffe. Visiting 

mornings and evenings, the giraffes poke their 

necks into the windows in hope for a snack 

before retreating to their forest sanctuary 

(thesafaricollection.com).      
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Climate
Whatever time of year you visit, the sun 
is fierce – so wearing a good sun cream is 
essential. The country’s climate is split into 
two by the equator, which runs horizontally 
through the centre of the country. The 
north is generally hot and dry with very little 
rain, while the south is split into three zones: 
the coast is humid, the Lake Victoria region 
is tropical, and the highlands are temperate. 
Visit during late June–October for slightly 
cooler temperatures

KNOW BEFORE 

YOU GO

 
To marry in Kenya, there is a 
four day waiting period in which 
you will need to prepare all the 
necessary paperwork. While 
there is no residency period, you 
will need to apply for a special 
marriage license at least 21 days 
before the wedding date

MESMERIC NATURE
To encounter the ultimate Kenyan adventure, visit 

the spectacular wildlife conservancies that are in 

abundance throughout the Laikipia county — the 

diversity of activities on offer are unparalleled. 

In addition to exceptional wildlife sightings, 

you can also experience camel assisted walking 

safaris, quad biking, river rafting and fishing. 

For an escape into the lush countryside, visit 

Ngong Hills. Resting on a ridge overlooking the 

Great Rift Valley, they are a breath-taking beauty 

for those who appreciate dramatic landscapes. 

‘Ngong’ translates to ‘knuckles’, and the hills 

resemble the back of a fist facing upwards towards 

the sky. Embark on one of the many walking 

trails to experience the rolling valleys and hills of 

the region for yourself. Expect to see a range of 

buffalo, gazelles, giraffes and baboons grazing by 

the roadside.

WHERE TO STAY 
Leading in superior guest experience and 
global excellence are Fairmont Hotels and 
Resorts. Possessing unique architecture 
and magnificent features, discover the 
spectacular hotels on offer for your romantic 
getaway to Kenya
  
The Norfolk
A beloved landmark in the bustling city of 
Nairobi, this hotel is just moments away 
from the capital’s awe-striking attractions. 
Fusing a modern edge with traditional 
charm, Fairmont the Norfolk is undoubtedly 
Nairobi’s greatest gem

Mount Kenya Safari Club
This resort is abounding with sensational 
scenes of natural beauty. From the views of 
majestic Mount Kenya to the 100 acres of 
landscaped gardens, there is plenty of allure at 
Fairmont Mount Kenya Safari Club

Mara Safari Club  
A perfect base for experiencing the Masai 
Mara, this resort hotel has been extensively 
renovated. Encompassed by the Mara 
River and one of the world’s richest wildlife 
reserves, the Fairmont Mara Safari Club is 
the epitome of tented luxury
(fairmont.com)
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CULTURAL ROOTS

Kenya is a fascinating part of the world, 

not simply for its wonderful wildlife, but 

also for its rich cultural heritage and deep 

rooted traditions. The Maasai people are a 

semi-nomadic population of over a million 

living between Kenya and Tanzania. They 

are a traditional warrior tribe with a rich 

cultural heritage. Dressed in bright red 

robes, known as shuka, and heavily adorned 

with handcrafted jewellery, the Maasai 

people are known for their traditional dance. 

Performed by men, it involves jumping high 

into the air to show their stealth and stamina 

as tribal warriors. As nomads, when water 

and food supplies run out, they take their animals and 

move onto new destinations.

Ultimately, the best way to experience the cultural heritage 

of the Maasai people is through staying at camps in the 

local area. Saruni Samburu has a great relationship with the 

tribes and offers opportunities to visit the communities and 

witness their tribal dancing. Consisting of six luxury villas 

and flaunting spectacular views over Kalama Conservancy 

and Mount Kenya, Saruni Samburu is the only lodge in over 

200,000 acres of unspoiled wilderness. A truly intimate and 

exceptional place, Saruini Samburu is perfect for the safari 

honeymoon of your dreams (sarunisamburu.com).    

COASTAL BLISS

Kenya is not all safari and savannah. A six hour drive, or 

one hour flight, from the capital brings you to the dazzling 

Diani Beach. A popular location for kite surfing thanks to its 

constant trade winds, it offers couples a rustic and relaxing 

oasis of unspoiled serenity. Lined with coconut palms and 

mango groves and lapped by the Indian Ocean, embrace 

the easy-going way of local life as you absorb the peaceful 

atmosphere and breath-taking azure of the ocean. 

Fringed with abundant coral reefs, there’s plenty of 

underwater activity to keep keen snorkellers and 

divers entertained. Envision octupuses swimming 

between hiding places; colourful schools of fish 

darting in unison; and humpback whales migrating 

between August and October.

If you want to add a touch of glamour to your 

honeymoon hideaway, stay at the luxurious Maji 

Beach Boutique Hotel. Three sides of the hotel 

are bordered by a luxury swimming pool, while 

a section of the silvery beach is reserved for 

Maji’s guests. Offering just 15 uniquely designed 

bedrooms, made with your comfort in mind, the 

hotel boasts an intimate atmosphere of secluded 

relaxation and superior service. For a destination 

wedding on the sandy shores of Diani Beach, the Maji can 

help to organise the most special day of your life. And when 

the vows have been exchanged and the celebrations begin to 

tone down, the honeymoon of a lifetime awaits. Offering a 

complimentary room upgrade, a private candlelit dinner for 

two and an aromatherapy massage for the bride and groom, 

the Maji pulls out all the stops to ensure that your experience 

is one of utter delight and relaxation (the-maji.com).

   “ DIANI BEACH IS A RELAXING

  OASIS OF UNSPOILED SERENITY ”
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“ ENCOMPASSED 

BY THE BEAUTY 

OF UNDISTURBED 

NATURE ”

“ OBSERVE A VAST ARRAY OF MAMMALS — 

INCLUDING LIONS, ELEPHANTS AND LEOPARDS ”

SENSATIONAL SERENGETI  
Boasting treeless plains, abundant wildlife and riverine 

forests, the Serengeti is a breath-taking area of beauty. 

Located in Northern Tanzania and extending to South-

Western Kenya, the region is acclaimed for its spectacular 

views of local wildlife and the ‘great migration’ spectacle 

that features more than two million mammals on the move. 

Deep within the wilderness of the Serengeti National Park 

lies the sanctuary of a Four Seasons resort. 

The Four Seasons Safari Lodge Serengeti offers you a fusion 

of the magical Serengeti wilderness with a luxurious 

retreat. Observe a vast array of mammals — including 

lions, elephants and leopards — from elevated walkways to 

witness their elegance from a superior vantage point. After 

a day of thrilling game drives and connecting with local 

people and culture, unwind at the Safari Lodge in 

the elegant spa and infinity pool. Renowned as the 

focal point of the lodge, the outdoor infinity pool 

overlooks an active watering hole. As you swim in 

the refreshing waters you can watch magnificent 

elephants gather for a drink. Stylish dining is 

also on hand at the hotel, possessing exceptional 

panoramic views of the sweeping savannah. For an 

exceptional experience, you can dine in the natural 

bush surroundings with a torch-lit barbecue amid 

private chefs and the security of Maasai warriors. 

Encompassed by the beauty of undisturbed nature, 

the Safari Lodge is a truly romantic destination 

to tie the knot. Choose from a host of venues in which to 

exchange your vows, from a magical bush setting to an 

interior lodge location. For the ultimate safari experience 

combined with blissful relaxation, book the Adventure 

and Rejuvenation package. The four-day itinerary offers 

couples both action-oriented activities and opportunities 

to recharge, including an indulging spa session and hot air 

balloon trip  (fourseasons.com).     


